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Foreword 

 
 

 Who am I? What makes me an individual? How do my emotions affect not only 

myself, but those around me? How can an understanding of others help me define myself? 

While these questions may seem understandably daunting at first, introspection and 

outrospection can help make them more approachable.  

 Introspection and outrospection, the twin themes for this yearôs edition of Rooted in 

Rhetoric, 
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look inwards or outwards, we are confident that you will learn something about yourself and 

the way you fit into this world. Who knows? Maybe youôll even be able to answer some of 

those intimidating questions we started with!      

                                                               Blake Carter, BA Hons.  
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Introduction 

 
 

ñIntrospection Outrospectionò is the fourth volume of Rooted in Rhetoric, an 
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Learning To Drive 

 
Colleen Coulter 

 
 

As long as I can remember I dreamed of freedom and control. I longed for the power 

to pull my own strings and to go and do things when and 

where I wanted. Told to enjoy my childhood while I could, 

it 



 

~ 10 ~ 
 

route within the confines of the hedge. Around I went again, laughing with glee, knowing only 

one speed, full out, pedal to the metal. Every time I circled the house, ending up near the start, 

I waived at my grandfather and my uncle. As I rounded the house for the third or fourth time, I 

noticed that my mother now stood with the others. She did not look happy; she appeared 
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my parents going out in the car meant I could pull it out to the road and have it sitting out 

there waiting for them. 
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A year and a half later, I grew old enough to legally drive. At long last, I could now 

operate a motorcycle, a car, or a truck without breaking the law. How I had wished for this 

day! I had tired of hiding the fact that I had already learned how to city-drive before my actual 

city-driving lessons. I could finally relax. I had won my means to freedom.  
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but it was a strip club, and she might have run the joint, but it was owned by the mob. Her bar 

man served more shots in the head than shots in a glass, and he was known to bounce all sorts 

of tough guys right out the door. As she talked on, I saw the tight lines by her eyes, the stiff 

way she held her back, the deep breaths she took, and the sighs that slipped out. These signs 
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I Tutor, Therefore I am? 

 
Emma Porter 

 
 

What can I say about the Writing Center that other, more experienced people canôt say 

for themselves? The Writing Center is one of those 

incomprehensible things that you either know exists and are 

intimately familiar with, or is that corner hidden beside the 

offices of those faculty members who seem to disappear 

down a dead-end hallway and are never seen again until the 

following day. If by chance you find us, it is most likely 

because an English professor sent you our way for a tour (or 

perhaps for a first-year grammar lesson), but if you donôt, I 

canôt blame you. I only ventured this way because it was 

necessary for the tutor training course.  

When I first walked through the doors of the Writing 

Center, everything seemed quite standard; computers, tables, an unnecessarily hard to work 

printer in the corner, the palpable stress and heat of students hard at work and the sound of 

deadlines whooshing by were all present. Nothing here seemed particularly new or exciting. I 

entered the course with a shred of arrogance created by the fact that I had been a high school 
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professors might ask them.  My student and I initially clashed heads; the writer had come in 

wanting structural help for a research essay in which no research had been done! To 

compound this fact, the essay itself was an incredibly personal that centered on the health risks 

and benefits for a career field my writer intended to pursue following their studies. If I were a 

religious person, I wouldôve prayed to be struck down right then and there. Despite my 

misgivings, at the end of the hour long session my writer requested to see me again. Nor was 
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With Sugar 

 
Fallon McIver 

 
 

 
  The first time it happened, I was eight years old. My mother and I slept in her bedroom 
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the one person I felt understood my growing unhappiness.  

  As time progressed, he began to seek pleasure in my unwavering desire to protect my 
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light in her eyes, the one that I depended upon for my resilience and strength, diminished and 

clouded over with eternal demise. 

  I was left without the tender embrace I had always dreamt of receiving. Her soft, 

caring hands never cradled by bruised, fatigued skin that ached with remorse. Her complexion 
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Perhaps her father touched her too. Perhaps her father bruised her too. Perhaps her mother was 

gone too, or perhaps she craved love, too.   

She had the most beautiful complexion with rosy cheeks and glowing skin, not a 

single blue hue taunted her alabaster sheathing. I was jealous, to say the least. Her soothing 

ambient voice flowed smoother than her dark, tousled hair which sat just above her delicate 

shoulders. She had the lips of the women from those movies about love: The ones that were 

naturally pouty, dark and crept upwards into a smile as she spoke passionately about whatever 
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the thought of murdering him crossed my mind, the bitter hatred engulfed every inch of my 

sanity. I wanted him dead. I wanted him hindered from the forgiveness he would manipulate 

me into granting him. Every waking moment I lived, I was in pain. A reaching, relentless, dull 

pain that could only be satisfied by honoring the memory of her. I knew I could never bring 

her back, but perhaps I could bring myself back. 
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never convicted of his crimes, the trepidation seemed punishment enough. He was paralyzed 

by paranoia and couldnôt bare to stand witness to the world passing him by, like a monk sworn 

by oath, his silence sustained him. 

  Following the weeks of his passing, I felt lousy. Not because he was gone, but because 

he deserved to live with his emotional consequence for as long as I had. The woman who I had 

only shown my most empathetic self to seemed concerned, for I had shown an inappropriate 

lack of remorse by his death. I had never told her the things he had done to my mother, only 

that they had built their relationship on fear and mistrust. She knew marginally of the things he 

had done to me growing up, but never to the extent that she would exercise apprehension in 

building a relationship with him. She believed my mother had actually left us, for at that time 

she did not know them, and my father played the victim affluently. Unfortunately, protecting 

my fatherôs integrity remained a priority, even after his most heinous stunt that marked the end 

of my motherôs life. 

 The day she came to us, our hearts were filled with warmth and love. Her eyes were a 

dark hazel hue and her skin a creamy ochre brown. Her hair sat softly in coiled ringlets against 

her round, delicate face and her small, structured smile lay effortlessly between her rouged, 

dimpled cheeks. She was a happy baby ï she laughed contagiously and was rarely distressed. 

She was docile in nature, much like my wife, in fact age was the only factor that set them 

apart. I couldnôt help but feel remorse that my mother couldnôt experience the type of love I 

chose to surround myself with; my loving wife, my untarnished, angelic daughter, and my 





 

~ 29 ~ 
 

 
The Reason You Should Clean Your Yard:  
Mould! Not The Fungi You Want Around. 

 
Jason Dilka 

 
 

   I have a pile of leaves in my front yard, and it is the same pile that has been there since 

the spring. It is now the fall, and this pile needs to be 

cleaned. I mentioned this to a friend, and he said ñwatch out 

for the mould!ò I have a concern in regards to mould, and 

would like to share it with you. Our health is determined by 

how we look after ourselves. The food we eat, the amount 

of sleep we get, and how much we exercise are all factors in 

our overall health, and the air we breathe is just as important 

as everything else. My friend made me aware of the mould 

by warning me about the pile of leaves. Now, I would like 
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Why You Should Join the Writing Centre as a Peer Tutor 

 
Kathryn Douglas 

 
 

It is sad but true that I chose to become a 

writing tutor because I needed three more credits to 

complete my degree in Rhetoric, Writing, and 

Communications. Little did I know that I would find 

my home away from home in the Writing Centre (WC). 

I enjoyed this past year so much that I have decided to 

share my top reasons why someone should consider 

taking the Tutoring Writing class and become a writing 

tutor. 

First and foremost, the position of writing tutor is a paid position and you can select 

the hours you want to work. Very few other places of employment offer that flexibility. This is 

perfect for any poor, struggling student. We can all use a little extra cash on a regular basis 

and because you know your schedule, you provide your hours. Another bonus? You do not 

need to be a Rhetoric, Writing, and Communications major to take the class. 
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university community! Tutoring writing provides enormous job satisfaction with the side 

benefits of providing a diversion from your own papers and awareness to potential 

shortcomings in your own writing! And last, but not least, tutoring writing provides legitimate 

work-place skill development, with a lot of resume-appropriate words to describe those skills. 

Maybe I will see you in the WC this September! 
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A Bumpy Road into Tutoring 

 
Khalida Benedictson 

 
 

 When I was growing up, I always thrived in English courses. They were my favourite, 

and they were almost effortless. When I wrote, it flowed like water from a faucet. I require 

very little instruction to understand literary concepts and rules. I graduated from a small-town 
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Ideological Criticism and Social Psychology 

 
Jamie Vallotton 

 
 

In his book, Literary Theory, Terry Eagleton claims 

that all criticism is political (Eagleton, 2011, p. 169). In 

other words, all criticism is ideologically based. Ideological 

criticism is important because it can help us understand 

what motivates others, and it can also give us insight into 

our own biases. Sonja Foss provides the steps to construct 

an ideological critique properly. However, one problem 

with ideological criticism is that it relies on stereotypes. 

Stereotypes can have both accuracy and bias, which makes 

ideological criticism precarious to use. The Google Memo and the experiment by Wendy 

Williams and Stephen Ceci demonstrate how bias can create problems within ideological 

criticism. Stereotypes are ideological elements of ideological criticism; however, using 

stereotypes can be problematic. 

A potential weakness of ideological criticism is that critics rely on stereotypes to 

construct an artifact analysis. In rhetoric, artifacts can be considered anything created by a 

human that is used to communicate a message. This can include but is not limited to 

VALLOTTON  is a 
University of Winnipeg 
student who is pursuing an 
undergraduate honours 
degree in Psychology with 
a minor in Rhetoric, 
Writing and 
Communications. His field 
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psychology, a field that 
both overlaps and 
synergizes with rhetoric. 
After completing his 
degree, Jamie plans to 
attend graduate school. 
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advertisements, speeches, or written text. Since critics use stereotypes to construct an 

ideological analysis, stereotypes directly affect their conclusions. To reach a conclusion, there 

are four steps in the ideological analysis process. Sonja Foss presents the four steps to 

analyzing an artifact with ideological criticism in her text, Rhetorical Criticism
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James Damore wrote Googleôs Ideological Echo Chamber, which is an example of 

how ideological criticism can negatively impact people because of the bias involved in 
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his ideological criticism and how they misinterpreted his argument as discrimination because 

of their ideological bias. 

The Google Memo is important for several reasons. First, it demonstrates that 

ideological criticism has bias, and that bias can lead to misinterpretation regardless of 

evidence. Googleôs misinterpretation and subsequent ideological criticism of Damoreôs memo 

was rooted in bias and focused entirely on Damore being sexist despite him explicitly 

demonstrating the opposite. Secondly, it demonstrates that even though stereotypes can be 

accurate, people should never assume a member of a group fits into their groupôs stereotypes. 

Damore demonstrated this throughout the memo, and he best demonstrated it with the bell 

curve figure (Damore, 2017, p. 4). Bell curves show us that the majority of people (68.2%) fall 

close to average; this is also known as regression towards the mean. Some people (31.8%) also 

fall outside the average, so it can never be assumed with certainty that one individual 

represents the average on any bell curve. Even if a stereotype is accurate, it may not be 

accurate for every member of a group. Finally, the Google Memo shows that ideological bias 

is strong. Damore was fired because he was representing ideologically different ideas that 

conflicted with Googleôs bias. 

Ideological bias is not only found in business but can be found in academia as well. 

Wendy Williams and Stephen Ceci ran an experiment in 2015 to see if there was a gender bias 
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Pepsi Controversy Using Narrative Criticisim 

 
Jean-Luc Speliers 

 
 

 Police brutality towards African-

Americans and more specifically towards African-

American men was a high-profile issue in 2017. The 

past few years had seen the deaths of many young 

African-American men in America. In 2017, Pepsi 

aired a television advertisement attempting to project 

unity and subtly attempt to resolve the conflict that was 

happening in America (Kendall and Kylie, 2017). Despite the good intentions that Pepsi held 

with airing the ad, the backlash and criticism concerning the ad resulted in it being pulled from 

the air after 24 hours. By focusing on its narrative, this paper analyzes the objective of the ad, 

the features of the ad, and why Pepsi did not achieve its intended objective. 

 The objective of the ad was to help resolve conflict. Pepsi presented this objective 

through the individuals who encountered the police at the end of the advertisements. A group 

of activists parading the street with signs showing peace and love are marching and end up at a 
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the advertisement who resolves the interaction at the end. Another important character to the 

protest is the photographer who seems, when first introduced, to be struggling to get the 
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their march. With activism comes some need for change or else there would be no need to 

march in the first place. This need for change signifies revolution which is also shown in the 

signage, such as the ñjoin the conversationò message, which could attest to the conversation 

surrounding police brutality. Unity is shown by itself with the congregation of all the different 

people who are in solidarity for the same cause (i.e. peace and love). Unity between the 

activists and the police officers, who represent law and order, is also shown in the ad. This 

displays the true meaning of the ad which is to resolve conflict between peace activists and 

police officers.  

Now that the objective of the ad has been decided and the features have been pointed 

out, they must be analyzed to determine if they achieved their purpose. Beginning with the 

objective, the advertisement does not achieve the objective in the way that I believe Pepsi 

thought it would. It does not do justice to the struggle of protesting for what you believe in 

(Crimmins, 2017). It is misrepresenting the message it is trying to send through an imitated 

demonstration resembling that of the civil rights movements, but not encountering the same 

struggles that they constantly face when parading through the streets (Meyerson, 2017). Pepsi 

simplifies the encounter between the activists and officers by displaying how the gifted Pepsi 

can resolves the encounter and results in positive change (Crimmins, 2017). The people of the 

Black Lives Matter movement have faced opposition with people in their communities and 

with the police. This action of giving a Pepsi can simply would not work if hypothetically a 

member of Black Lives Matter did the same confrontation as Jenner. Therefore, the whole 
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commercial production. The use of Jenner as the ñleaderò during the encounter between the 

activists and the police was not the smartest move by Pepsi.  Pepsi did not attempt to make the 

advertisement related to civil rights issues happening at the time (BBC, 2017). Activist 

movements, such as Black Lives Matter, are mostly caused by an oppression to a minority 

who feels threatened and demands change. Jennerôs presence does not display minority 

oppression. 

Moving on to the encounter between the activists and the police barricade, there is 
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In the left booth beside the bar, you will see a superb male from Winnipeg. His paleness is 

from the sun barely touching his skin.  If you look closely, this male is tidying up his display 

area. Everything must be spick-and-span. Look at him; all is ready. Very impressive, but no 

one is watching. The superb male takes out his phone to call a female. This male is engaging 

in an act only found in humankind. 
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Representations of Indigeneity at The University of Winnipeg 

 
Megan D. Lindell 

 
 

The University of Winnipeg is located on the original lands of Anishinaabeg, Cree, Oji-Cree, 
Dakota, and Dene peoples, and in the heart of the Métis Nation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

~ 58 ~ 
 

The Aboriginal Student Centre 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Isolated location (yet Indigenous traditions are inclusive). 
Who belongs óthereô? 
What goes on óthereô? 

● I have been coming to the Aboriginal Student Centre since I started school five years ago. 
● Although I greatly appreciate what the centre has to offer I truly wish more students were 

aware of the services available. 
● The community feel when I walk in the door and the help from staff and elders has helped 

greatly. 
● I truly believe if more 
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Richardson College for the Environment and Science 
Where the Faculty of Indigenous Studies ólivesô 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
● The Richardson College is a beautiful 

state-of-the-art building.  The wood on the 
back of the wall is from the building that 
used to stand in its place.  

● As beautiful as the building is, and it does 
not make my heart feel good saying this, I 
do not see it as the órightô place for the 
Faculty of Indigenous Studies.  The 
Faculty is tucked away in the corner on 
the top floor and is not easily accessible.  

● Where should the Faculty of Indigenous 
Studies be?  In my opinion, it should be in a space where many people will see it in their 
everyday university life.  It should be situated in a way that represents traditional ways of 
knowing and shares them with folks who walk through.   

● The Faculty should be accessible to all (while sharing Indigenous traditions). 
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Blank Hallways 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
● It is nice to walk down the hallways and have a daydreaming session, however, it is even 

better to be inspired.  The walls are blank.  Some are brick.  Some are painted one colour 
(some have multiple colours). But the walls donôt speak to the folks walking down the 
hallways.  They donôt guide us into better ways of being, seeing, or thinking.  Their only 
guidance is the defined path that is separate from the outside and from other spaces.  
Could it do more? 

A Bit of Natural (Better Than Blank Hallways?) 
 
 
● Finally, something fresh!  Something with life that can 

take the students to another place.   
● Maybe this is a solution?  Filling the school with as 

much natural material as possible.  Materials that would 
otherwise be thrown away?  Materials from across our 
home and native land that easily brings students back to 
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You have to be in the órightô place to find the pieces around the school.  But, why is it hidden 
so well?  Why is the university not showing it off load and proud?
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Third Floor Manitoba Hall 

 
Nicole Brownlee 

 
 

I chose to sit in Manitoba Hall on the third floor on the exact same bench for both days of 

observation. I chose this particular spot because I have spent a lot of time waiting for classes 

in this specific hallway and therefore, I did not expect to notice anything new or to be 

surprised by any details when writing about what I felt, saw, 

or heard. However, just as hypothesized by Marshall 

McLuhan, I undoubtedly realized that I was focusing 

primarily on the figures of the hallway and completely 

overlooking the ground.  

ñFigure,ò as defined by McLuhan, is what we are trained 

to see as the important features in a place, whereas ñgroundò 

is everything else within a place. Though ground is often unnoticed, it greatly influences how 

a particular point in space is perceived and how we understand the assemblage, or a collection 

of things within a place. The interaction and alteration of focus between figure and ground 

within a place has a very important impact on how a place is perceived by an individual. What 

helped me to understand the importance of focusing on either figure or ground was 

McLuhanôs point in his chapter on ñTraining Perceptionò about how caricaturists always 

BROWNLEE is a 
third-year student at 
The University of 
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the joint Creative 
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program at Red River 
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to start at Red River 
College next year. 
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ñexaggerate one feature of a situationôs ground in order to bring it to our attention as figure, 

because normally we donôt óseeô what is groundò (19 McLuhan).  

On my first day of observation I was surprised by how much activity there was in the 



 

~ 65 ~ 
 

arch of light on the brick wall in between each fixture, which changes the colouring of the 

bricks. This connects to Dr. McLeod-
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Whatôs in A Name? 

 
Allana Entrada 
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my name and butcher it into smaller pieces to make it easier to digest; smiling reluctantly 

afterwards, having come to an agreement that made my name ñeasierò to swallow.  

I donôt have to sweeten the bitter smile that creeps its way onto my lips. I donôt have 
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terrifying relationship with him by throwing all the feathers in the river, as an elder had 

advised her to do. That was after he had asked to play her a song that he had written.  

They had been sitting in his car, in a dark back lane, behind a busy bar. She had asked 

him to take her home after a horrible dinner, but instead he had driven her there. He said he 

wanted to buy her a drink, and to play her a song he wrote.  

Not waiting for consent, he hit play on the stereo. 

A manôs voice spoke out of the speaker beside her.  In a British accent it said, ñI want 

to murder you.ò 

Jesse froze, ñWhy are you playing this to me?ò Her hand was on the door. 

ñOh my god,ò he had said. ñIôm sorry.ò He had silenced the stereo.  

She remembered telling him a combination of words expressing fear and leave-me-

alones. She had lef
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Maybe it was a piece of dry skin, but her arms were well-moisturized. When she couldn't think 

of a convincing idea of what it could be, she went to the bathroom mirror to look.  

She pulled the neck of her sweater down over her shoulder and saw the smallest, 

palest, blue feather she had ever seen. In a panic, she pulled it out immediately and turned on 

the tap to drown it down the sink. In her mind, the feather turned into a coarse, silver hair. She 

had several of these on her head, and had once found one in her pubic area, so this was a 

realistic idea. She accepted the hair and went back to her spot on the couch next to her partner 

and cats, downplaying the anxious unease she had just smothered with a lie. 

That night, she dreamed of her basement. In her dream, she went into the basement 

because she heard a bird flying around down there. She remembered that her gramma had told 

her that it was bad luck to have a bird flying in your house. This memory bled into her dream, 

and as the dream Jesse walked through the basement, a small sense of fear fluttered through 

her. The sleeping Jesse sensed this, and the smallness of her fear transformed to a worrisome 

size. With a new, larger fear, Jesse continued looking for the bird in the basement of her 

dreams.  

She noticed three piles of sawdust on the floor, each beneath three holes in the ceiling 
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blue, denim blouse and a pair of faded, blue jeans. Her hair was dark brown, and held the 

fullness of a perm. 

 Jesse remembered her mother having a perm like that once when she was little. Jesse 

had gone for a nap. Her mother, with the silkiest, long brown hair, had carried her to her bed. 

Jesse had awoken a couple hours later when she had heard her mother talking to her, but when 

she had opened her eyes, a stranger with curly dark hair was speaking her motherôs voice, 

asking her if she wanted a hotdog for lunch. Jesse had screamed. 

There was a curious comfort Jesse felt with the woman in her dream. In the next few 

seconds, or hour of her dream, Jesse held an intimate and violent conversation with that pale 

blue woman, using only their eyes and energies to communicate. It wouldn't be until she was 

in the few muddy moments between sleep and wake when she could interpret what was said.  

"My gramma said it's bad for you to be inside. I'm supposed to kill you, I think? Or 

put you outside. It's cold; you'll freeze to death, which is a Canadian way to die."  

The woman communicated too, without words.  Jesse felt a certain way because of 

what the woman communicated. She couldn't fully remember, but whatever it was, good or 

bad, Jesse wanted to know it again. 

Throughout that day, Jesse thought of the pale blue woman. She held her, gently in her 

mind, like a fragile bird in a hand.  Just like the 
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Jesse remembered her from when she was a little. She was a friend of her motherôs 

from childhood, and the mother of her cousins Ben and Kaycee.  She went missing the winter 

that Jesse was nine, Ben was two and Kaycee was six. Her body was found in the spring. Jesse 
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Jesse remembered June being tall, like her Gramma once was. Now she was the same 

height as Jesse. When June had been standing in her full height in front of Jesse, she had 

pulled her in for a hug, and had said, ñItôs good to see you, my girl.ò 

Jesse held onto June. She inhaled and remembered how her Gramma smelled the same 

way - Noxema and sweet maple. She had remembered how soft her Grammaôs hair was, as 

Juneôs hair brushed her cheek. She had remembered lots of things about her Gramma. The 

memories had filled a moon that fit inside her and pressed all the places that made her sad and 

happy at the same time. 

Jesse pulled herself out of her memories into her walking self and heard the squeaky 

snow. It was cold out, and she felt the sharp chill through her scarf, leaving her to taste the dry 
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With unanswered questions dragging her step, Jesse walked back toward the bridge 

and crossed over. As soon as she was midway over the bridge the smell of sage was gone, and 

Jesse started seeing people walking, huddled together and laughing as they made their ways to 

the restaurants and bars in Osborne Village.  

That night Jesse dreamed. In her dream she was walking in a strange basement 

looking for someone or something. Soon she was in a forest, walking down a rocky but 

smooth path. There was a quality to the quiet of the forest, which was filled with strange 

plants and animals that didnôt exist in the world where Jesse lived. As Jesse continued walking 

she noticed the plants moving with a liquid grace. She noticed some birds overhead, but 

strangely there were no bird calls to be heard. She looked closer to identify the winged ones 

and saw that they were fish. She was underwater.  

Jesse woke up sweating and thirsty. Her heart pounded as her lungs grasped for the air 

around her. She quietly rolled out of bed and grabbed a sweater and her phone on her way out 

of the room, relieved that the sleeping figure beside her did not change his breathing. She 

turned on the bathroom light after the door was closed, and quickly drank several gulps of cold 

water straight from the faucet. She splashed her face with cold water and patted it dry. She 

headed into the kitchen and made herself a cup of nettle tea. 

Settled on the couch with a blanket and tea, Jesse opened her phone and began her 

routine check-in of her usual apps. As soon as she saw the message from her cousin Ben, time 
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premier Nikita Khrushchev reached a secret agreement with Cuban premier Fidel Castro to 

place Soviet nuclear missiles in Cuba to deter any future invasion attemptò (United States 

Department of State). Khrushchevôs deal was simpl
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Although Canada is not widely considered when the Cuban Missile Crisis is 

mentioned, they were also a country involved in The Crisis. The prime minister of Canada at 

the time, John Diefenbaker and President Kennedy did not get along very well or share 

common ground on what action to take against the possibility of a nuclear explosion. This 

flaw in their relationship would cause further miscommunication and problems further along 

regarding the crisis for Canada, as well as America. Robert F. Kennedy states in the novel 
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relations with them, we have held an embassy in Havana since 1945. During the time of the 

Cuban Missile Crisis, Canada received a direct hit economically. Between the years of 1962 to 

1963, Canadian trade sales dropped significantly. ñAmericans were especially bitter at 

continued Canadian trade with Cubaò (Ghent 161) while the crisis was going on. 

In consequence, President Kennedy declared a trade embargo by cutting off Cuba's 

foreign exchange with Canada. Even though Canada has shared cordial relations with Cuba for 

almost seventy-five years, recently Canada is facing a social problem in our relation with the 

country, possibly due to the trade embargo of 1962 to 1963. Recently, Canadian diplomats 

stationed at the embassy in Havana have been falling mysteriously ill out of nowhere. Canada 

is presently investigating and reviewing their current presence in Cuba and if to continue 

relations in the future. If Canada didnôt keep amicable relations with Cuba even though the 

time of the debacle, a nuclear war could have been the ultimate outcome of the Crisis. Even 

though the United States was pushing Canada to abandon our cordial relations with Cuba, we 

disregarded them and stood firm, remaining amicable in our relations. This could have made 

all the difference in the historical outcome of the situation. Ultimately, if Canada hadnôt 

continued to hold a consistent and friendly relationship with Cuba, then the outcome of the 

situation could have resulted in the launching of their missiles on not only the Western 

Hemisphere but the entire world. 
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I believe that former president of the United States, John F. Kennedy, played a pivotal 

role in ensuring that the missiles were not launched on Cuba, but that Canada had a huge 

impact keeping the peace between Cuba and the Western Hemisphere. In addition, the 

ongoing Cold War, as well as Fidel Castroôs dictatorship are direct factors that are linked to 

the Cuban Missile Crisis. These causes lead to my point that Canada was greatly affected by 

the Cuban Missile Crisis and that the focus should not solely be on America. Even though 

Canada was not as directly involved as the others who were front and center, Canada assured 

protection for its country. At the time, Canada was directly situated between the U.S. and the 

U.S.S.R., so if a nuclear bomb were to be activated, Canada would be in danger as well. In 

response to this, Canada kept peace with Cuba and prevented the diffusion of the crisis, 

ultimately preventing the world from a possible fatal end. 
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unthinking beings forged only for killing as a result . . . They know an incredible amount 

about the effects of ingesting various organic and inorganic substances, and also a small 

amount, but nevertheless something, about the fundamentals of magic (by which I mean the 

simple spells they call "Signs") (The Witcher 3). This book reveals to the player that mutations 

instigated through alchemy are responsible for the witcherôs enhanced abilities, but the 

explanation is not as detailed as some players might hope.  

The player is presented with an opportunity to see the scientific yet horrifying work of 

creating a witcher firsthand by exploring a cave in the woods nearby Kaer Morhen. When 

Geralt first approaches the cave, he remarks that the site is the location where ñThey held the 

first Trials of the Grasses . . . before they built the fortresséò (
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themes emerge: the witcherôs transformation was heavily linked to alchemy and ingesting a 

variety of different herbs and ingredients (often with menacing names like nightshade and 

wolfsbane), and the process is not remembered fondly by Geralt. The cave is dripping with an 

atmosphere of death, demonstrating that the process to create a witcher was more often than 

not lethal. Despite the sinister tone of this process, however, the Trial of the Grasses remains 

wholly on the scientific side of the Mad Scientist narrative. While the witchers undoubtedly 

possess supernatural qualities, the process by which they acquire them is firmly rooted in the 

science of alchemy, as demonstrated by the artifacts in the cave. It is not magic spells or 

rituals that give the young boys their enhanced abilities, but instead a combination of physical 

training and the ingestion of various herbs, teas, mutagens, and alchemical compounds. The 

creation of witchers is therefore an example of a Mad Scientist narrative that evokes scientific 

tones instead of supernatural ones.  

 The Trials of Grasses as a scientific approach to the Mad Scientist narrative is very 

reminiscent of the work done by Dr. Moreau in H. G. Wells The Island of Dr. Moreau, one of 

the most famous Mad Scientist narratives in Western Literature. Like Dr. Moreau, an 

intellectual obsessed with vivisection and the transformation of living creatures, the creators of 

the witchers likewise experimented on living creatures, often in ways that caused great pain 

and suffering to the subject. In his explanation to Mr. Prendick, Dr. Moreau reveals that he has 

discovered a way to alter not only the physical attributes of his subjects, but also their 

chemical composition:  
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flesh ï and placed at my command. No one has succeeded in creating a being of such 

power since the times of Malaspin and Alzur. 
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dedication to science despite his status as a mage, cementing the figure as an excellent 

example of the hybrid Mad Scientist. 
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which both contain Mad Scientist narratives. While neither locations are the site of a main 

quest, and therefore do not need to be visited to complete the main narrative of the game, both 

caves are marked as locations to visit under the treasure hunt category of the players quest log 

since they contain witcher gear, powerful equipment which significantly boosts the players 
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Scientist themselves, deepening their connection to the theme. CDPR also draws attention to 

the negatives associated with the Mad Scientist narrative by presenting the player with a 

hyperbolic example of their actions in the form of Kiyan and Steingard, encouraging the 

player to think twice about the consequences of their actions.   

 The figure of the Mad Scientist is one of the most enduring images in all Western 

Literature (Faust to Strangelove 1). Due to the highly flexible and adaptive nature of the Mad 

Scientist, the character type has been depicted in a variety of media forms new and old, 

including video games. The Witcher 3 is an 
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role of a Mad Scientist themselves, allowing them to more closely experience the 

consequences resulting from their mad meddling. 
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This letter allows for scholars to hypothesize that the gender, when it comes to exposure, is not 

necessarily misogynistic in nature. Hilarion clearly loves his wife and wishes her the best, 

however when it comes to their child, if it is a daughter, he wishes her to be exposed. While 

Hilarion is willing to expose his child if it is a daughter, the thoughts of Alis on whether or not 

she will be upset by this are unknown. It is clear as to why the Roman people thought this 

when one looks at what men could provide compared to women. A son has the potential to 

become the paterfamilias and manage the entire estate after their father had passed. He can 

gain honour, respect and become a high member of the elite. A man can continue on with the 

family name with his sons after him and so on. A woman on the other hand has to be provided 

a dowry which not all families could pay for. 

 Artemidorus wrote about the interpretation of dreams as he believed that he spoke for 

the God Apollo as a prophet. He mentions that dreaming about children was bad whether it be 

man or woman, however he goes on to explain the difference between a daughter and a son by 

saying:  

Male children prophesy good results, but female children indicate an end worse than 

the beginning and they also foretell loss. For Whereas boys take nothing from their 

parents after they have been raised, girls require a dowry. I know of a man who 

dreamt that a little daughter was born to him. He borrowed money at interest. Another 
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man, moreover, dreamt that his daughter had died and that he buried her. This resulted 

in his paying off a debt13. 

 This quote while biased, because of who Artemidorus was, a rich male with citizenship in 

ancient Rome, explains not the facts of what the Romans actually did in everyday life but how 

they thought and what they believed in; that daughters could be a burden in the home whereas 

a son could contribute to the familias and the societal beliefs of the people help to represent 

the ideals of Rome, even if they werenôt acted upon. 

 It is important to understand Roman contradictions because of the way it can help 

scholars today understand how to go about analyzing ancient literature. There are many 
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in their country and find a lasting solution to it. Also, governments should stop deceiving their 

citizens with false information of their plans and progress in the fight against terrorism. 

Works Cited 
 

Evans, Deborah. (2017). A Response to Counter-Violence and Terrorism. Sartre Studies  
International, 23(1), 99ï105. DOI 10.3167/ssi.1357-1559.2017.230107.x 

 
Fenton, Jenifer. (2016). óUnited States of Jihadô: A look into homegrown terrorism. National  





 

~ 111 ~ 
 

personôs tastes change to a different genre and thus restarts the process of digging into your 

data. Spotify promises to create individuals through individuation (or rather pseudo-

individuation, since Prey claims platforms only see masses and not individuals). Genres of 

music Spotify constructs are contextual, based on data we provide. Spotify in turn portrays 

lifestyles, not traditional music genres. ñBrain Foodò denotes music meant to improve focus, 

ñTravelò denotes tracks to listen to when travelling, ñMorning Commuteò for tracks to listen 

to when going to work and ñWorkoutò for tracks to listen to when exercising. Everyday 

routines are outlined and thus Spotify dictates what music people should listen to when in their 

everyday customs. These genres integrate into cultures to convince listeners that Spotify can 

represent the parts of their lives that are meaningful. The creation of an individual through 

Spotify is never apparent to the consumer, however, and therefore does not allow them to 

develop their own identifiable tastes and to think for themselves. At that moment, the 

consumer is no longer an individual, 
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propaganda to control the western civilizationôs view of Iraq in order to serve their power 

interests. 

 In July 1988, following the ceasefire between Iran and Iraq, the U.S. wanted Saddam 

Hussein to replace his ótroublesome tacticsô with peaceful resolutions (Hahn, 2012). Instead, 

Hussein wanted to seek territorial and economic gains by invading Kuwait from 1989-1990 



 

~ 114 ~ 
 



 

~ 115 ~ 
 

also important to note that before the ówar on terrorismô began, Iraq had been fighting Iran for 

eight uninterrupted years. Their military was greatly weakened and even then, Iraq needed 

support from the Soviet Union, Europe, the Arab countries and the U.S. to fight Iran 

(Chomsky, 2002, p.63). Chomsky argues that nobody illustrated this point and as a result, Iraq 

was deemed as a dangerous third-world country- that at any given moment could flatten 

America with its WMD (Chomsky, 2002, p.63). 

 In order to effectively infiltrate the use of propaganda among the western nation, those 

of higher authority must successfully impose their doctrines onto the majority population. In 

the book Media Control: The Spectacular Achievements of Propaganda, Chomsky introduces 
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menô who wish to maintain their power stance through the technique of propaganda 

(Chomsky, 2002, p.19). This is emphasized with Foucoultôs rhetoric, that having knowledge is 

power (McGee, 1998, p.35). McGee continues this thought by claiming that ñpower canôt be 

exercised without knowledgeò (McGee, 1998, p.35) because both dispositions prove that 

rhetoric is needed to gain power. It shows people the art of persuasion through óplain folks 

rhetoricô, learning defence mechanisms, justification, proper implementation of evidence, and 

how to make judgements (McGee, 1998, p.31). Overall, the U.S. Government uses 

propaganda by exercising rhetoric as a technology of power when their knowledge can easily 

sway the majority population. 

 Furthermore, the U.S. Government distracts the bewildered herd from challenging 

their interests by frightening them with media clips of violence situated in Iraq. The 

instillation of fear closes the people off from doing research on the facts and distracts them 

with American pop culture such as the Superbowl (Chomsky, 2002, p.28). The representation 

of violence terrorizes the western population in reverting to a collective identity; the people 

conform to a nationalist demographic which helps to excuse the sickly inhibitions enforced by 

the U.S. Government (Chomsky, 2002, p.44). Although many may not stand with the nationôs 

desire for war, the use of propaganda intelligently protects those in the U.S. at the expense of 

people in Iraq. Generally, the public does not want to resort to foreign killings and torture, so 

the government has to convince them it is okay due to the nationôs safety being at risk 

(Chomsky, 2002, p.30). Through the use of propaganda, they make the public believe that 
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an óus vs. themô model; all the while, Iraq is portrayed as a corrupt, terrorist society with the 

intention of perpetrating danger onto the western civilization.  

The western culture is famous for its movies and various art forms, yet this becomes 

problematic when these artistic forms are the main source of distribution for propaganda.  In 

The Society of the Spectacle, Debord makes a valid statement about how ideologies are 



 

~ 119 ~ 
 

killed more so, ñthe world is a better place without savages out there taking American livesò 

(Abley, 2015). Although there seems to be a great amount of backlash when people fail to 

support the troops, it is equally important understanding the difference between supporting 

war and the troops involved. The protection of human rights applies to all Americans just as 

much as it applies to the men, women and children who unfortunately lost their lives in Iraq. 

Altogether, the U.S. uses the rhetoric of media sources to distribute propaganda and serve their 

power interests to the nation.  

 Lastly, Herman and Chomsky created a propaganda model demonstrating how raw 

media must operate through five filters: ownership, advertising, the media elite, flak, and the 

common enemy (Chomsky, 2017). The mass media firms have ownership over what is fit to 

print; prioritizing profit. The stories of greater interest are more likely to be published than any 

form of critical journalism (Chomsky, 2017). The role of advertising also plays a large part in 

funding mass media corporations; the media must filter what news is published in favour of 

the advertising providers (Communication Theory, 2018). Additionally, not all journalism 

outlets have access to a direct source. For this reason, governments, corporations, institutions 

and other óexpertsô are crucial for interviews and instigating their personal narrative to mass 

audiences (Chomsky, 2017). Groups of higher authority can also be detrimental to a 

companyôs reputation meaning that many journalists respond with caution to avoid flak 

(Brahm, 2006). The final filter reverts back to Lippmannôs ñmanufacture consentò and shows 

how the media specifically reports to a targeted audience. Through the use of propaganda, 
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comparison about the fact that the attack on 9/11 killed roughly 3,000 Americans and the 

invasion of Iraq left 130,000 civilians dead (Conflict Casualties Monitor, 2003). Of the 45,799 

victims that the Iraqi Body Count (IBC) could identify through age cohort, 3,911 were 

children (Conflict Casualties Monitor, 2003). 

 It is evident that the U.S. Government successfully utilizes propaganda to control the 

western view of Iraq. They use óplain folkôs rhetoricô to persuade the majority population and 

make them believe they live in a democratic society when in reality, they have little control in 

the decision-making processes. The U.S. Government terrorizes the people by threatening 

them with violent media news reports making them conform to the nationôs desire for war. 

Even though a general consensus of Americans may not believe killing and torture is morally 

acceptable, those of higher authority confirm that it is noble and right when the nationôs safety 

is at stake. Furthermore, slogans and pop culture are used to distract the bewildered herd as a 

technique to brainwash the Americans that Iraq is a corrupt, terrorist society. Television, 

media networks, movies and other sources highly influence society by showing a 

representation of real life experiences. This becomes problematic when the U.S. uses media 

sources as a form of rhetoric to distribute propaganda and serve their power interests to the 
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written piece is often met with contrasting attitudes. On the one hand, translation is sometimes 

contested, especially with sacred writings for colonial appropriation, or what Edwards 

describes as "voice appropriation," and on the other, it is commended for allowing access to 

cultural ideas, or ñbridging language gaps.ò (Edwards 59) Regardless of these debates, 

translation also has the potential to prolong the life of a piece that may otherwise be lost 

temporally. Edwards states that ñevery act of translation involves interpretation and 

judgement,ò or as Walter Benjamin terms it ñfidelity and license,ò as all interpretation of 

meaning derives from the act of individual rationalization and decoding, and changes 

depending on the position of the interpreter (Edwards 61-62). This becomes even more 

apparent with philosophy and poetry, where the use of abstract and ambiguous language 

instead promotes the interpretation of multiple meanings: "poetic or philosophical productions 

also lay traps with their use of metaphor, allusion or dense, abstract reasoning,ò which when 

translated by multiple translators makes for an interesting area of comparison (Edwards 63).  

The Tao Te Ching (also known as the Tao Teh Ching, Dao De Jing, 德經, The 

Book of the Way and of Virtue, and so forth.) is a classical Chinese philosophical, religious, 

and poetic text that dates back to the 4th to 6th century BC. Although these dates and the 

existence of the original author remains a topic of debate, its origination is credited to Laozi 

(or Lao Tzu), whose name means ñOld Master,ò and Tao meaning ñThe Way.ò This text is 

fundamental to philosophical and religious thought in Taoism, Buddhism, and Confucianism, 

and has been used as a source of inspiration for artists all around the world. Itôs ñrhetorical 
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ñspokenò implies only being said aloud. Hoganôs translation then simplifies these lines further 

to ñIf you can talk about it, it ainôt Tao. If it has a name, itôs just another thingò (Hogan). By 

adding the pronoun ñyou,ò the translator makes the phrase personal and possessive, and the 

word ñtalkò implies it is only if it is spoken aloud.  

Feng then translates the next line, ñThe nameless is the beginning of heaven and earth.ò 
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name; this appears as darkness,ò to ñspringò implies a type of sudden movement, and is more 

detailed. The use of ñappearò seems to have less agency, rather than ñsource,ò which implies 

directly where something comes from.  

In the final paragraph of section 1, both Feng and Mitchell translate "darkness within 

darkness," but McDonald uses "born from" rather than "within." McDonald's version suggests 

that darkness rather creates itself, and is established further with the final line  "the beginning 

of all understanding,ò connecting ñbornò and ñbeginning.ò Fengôs final line is ñThe gate to all 
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conceptualizations and the situation it initially implies... With every utterance, the associations 

that we refer to stored cognitive models and cultural conceptualizations from which we try to 

call up similar experiences" and as everyone experiences the world differently, the experience 

recalled by each links different associations (Kianbakht). Rojo similarly describes a frame as 

"structure of knowledge that represent the world view of a particular society, that is, its beliefs, 

values and emotions, prototypes of people and things, of sequences of situations and events, 

social scenarios and the metaphorical and metonymical structure of thoughtsò (Rojo 313). 

These accounts of Frame Semantic Theory help to explain the variances found within cross-

cultural and cross-generational translations as contextual and cultural frames differ in the 

cognitive recall process for every individual.  

Kianbakhtôs second notion presented in his study was that of ñFunctional Equivalenceò in 

translation theory. He categorizes two modes of equivalence, ñfunctional equivalenceò in 

translation works to modify the meaning of the source text to fit the cultural context of the 

target text, whereas ñcorrespondenceò in the translations target text works to activate the 
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An Analysis of Susan Sontagôs Book, On Photography,  

Chapter 1: ñIn Platoôs Caveò 
 

Brittany Valcourt 
 
 

Platoôs allegory of the cave is an extended metaphor that is homogenous to 

contemporary society. The cave itself represents a personôs philosophical journey by 

symbolizing the physical world. Plato uses the cave to symbolize the process of establishing 

truth from falsehoods through the presentation of the prisonerôs ignorance. Incapable of 

distinction, the prisoners base their reality on the accessible physical senses around them or 

the immediate illusions inside the walls of the cave. The intelligible world is only steps away 

from the prisoner's current reality, but their own ignorance is preventing this discovery. For 
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(Figure 1. Chris P. Bakon Photography 2019) 

The subject of the photograph remains the same from the raw (Figure 1) and edited 

photograph (Figure 2), but the overall pathos is drastically enhanced through various 

photographic manipulations. 

 

(Figure 2. Chris P. Bakon Photography 2019) 

The artistry in the edited photograph is evident as it supports Sontag's claim that "photographs 

are as much an interpretation of the world as paintings and drawings are" (4). The edit of a 
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photograph can depend on the emotion and message the photographer wishes to elicit. In Chris 

P. Bakonôs case, his edits (although harmless) are presenting an idealized representation of his 

subject, crafted to support the overall pathos of the original photograph.  

Photography has become a widely practiced art form that can be approached by 

amateurs and professionals alike. Editing software is readily available to those wishing to 

further their interpretation of a given image. In contemporary media, the editing of 

photographs is encouraged and well-received. A professional photographer needs to master 

composition and technique in order to edit their photos appealingly. As a society, we have 

grown to idealize misrepresentations of truth and aim to present our photographs in an 

attractive way. Users on the social media platform, Instagram, are encouraged by social media 

influencers to present their pictures in a theme-like format. Instagram themes focus on the 

overall fluidity of the page rather than each fragmented subject (Figure 3).  
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ñPhotographed atrocities wears off with repeated viewing,ò (Sontag 15) which can have an 

incalculable effect on our ethical sensibility.  
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Getting Good: 

The Benefits of Video Games and How They Affect Society 
 

Clarence Ponce 
 
 

The video game industry has reached new horizons for the entertainment 

industry.  Video games were first introduced in 1958 when a 

physicist named William Higinbotham created a simple game 

on a screen that is similar in gameplay to the more iconic '70s 

game, Pong.  As the years progressed, video games have 

evolved from Pongôs simple platform to a realistic production 

of modern life. However, the entertainment industry cannot 

exist without opposition. The most notable candidates for 

opposing video games would be social justice warriors, 

pastors and highly-religious people, overprotective parents, and of course, the media. These 

specific groups of people are known to have said and written things that give video games the 

stigma of being "potentially dangerous" and "unhealthy" for itôs audience. To a certain extent, 

they are not wrong. It is true that video games are unhealthy both physically and mentally, and 

they do have contain mature subject matters for their mature audiences. Despite this, nothing 

much is said about the benefits of video games. In this essay, I will be arguing the opposition 

stance on videogames and how they can be useful in everyday life.  
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The Balance Board can determine a personôs ability to balance their weight, and track progress 

on the individual. The Balance Board also acts as a remote for various physically demanding 

games, such as dancing. One of the most popular forms of "exergaming" is the game Just 

Dance, developed by Ubisoft. Players can dance to a whole plethora of songs and score points 

by performing the movements in sync to the gameôs display. These movements are custom to 

each song and vary in intensity, ensuring the playerôs maximum enjoyment when performing 

the routine in sync with the screen. 

Video games are known for its cognitive benefits. One of the most renowned benefits 

of video games are their ability to improve a person's hand-eye coordination. In a study 

conducted by the University of Toronto, thirty-six participants took part in a test where 

eighteen participants, who have played fast-paced action games, and eighteen non-gamers 

were tasked in tracking a moving white square. The ultimate goal of the test was to keep the 

mouse cursor inside the square as it moved into increasingly more difficult and intricate 

patterns. At the end of the trial, the gamers edged out the non-gamers (although at a slow 

start). However, this test showed that playing video games does not provide a person with an 

immediate boost when attempting to  master new skills, but it can help some individuals learn 

these skills over time. Hand-eye coordination is not the only benefit that people can gain as a 

cognitive skill through video games. Each game has its way of showing its value in regards to 

a personôs cognitive abilities. Cognitive abilities involve a personôs memory, their 

attentiveness, their concentration skills, their problem-solving skills, communication skills, 
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Putting children or adults with autism in these situations will be uncomfortable for 

them at first, but if they want to continue playing the game, they will have no choice 

but to become more flexible in their way of thinking. Over time, this will help 

individuals improve their problem-solving skills and handle change more gracefully in 

the world.  

A common misconception about video games is that they supposedly make players 

"less sociable" to other people. However, studies have shown that seventy percent of gamers 

play with friends, and an even more significant number of gamers play games where they can 

be connected with others across the globe. These games fall under the "Massive Multiplayer 

Online (MMO)" genre. MMO series include World of Warcraft
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due to some of the violent nature that is present in some video games. To shed light on the 

situation, some incredible masterpieces have been made over the years in the video game 

industry. These legendary video game masterpieces include the Halo series, The Legend of 

Zelda series and the Ace Combat series. 

To conclude, video games are a staple entertai
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Saturday Night Live with Performances from Donald Trump, brought to 
you by Capitalist America: A Sociological Review on the Relationships 

between Satires and Political Ideologies 
 

Tamika Reid 
 
 

 During the 2016 American presidential election, Donald Trumpôs vulgar and informal 

rhetoric was accepted because of his celebrity 

identity and self-branding. NBCôs Saturday Night 

Liveôs (SNL) rise in popularity subsequently 

matched the rise in popularity of Trump during the 

2016 American presidential election and 

inauguration of President Trump. In 2017, NBC 

reported that SNLôs 2015-16 season reached its 

highest Nielsen ratings in 22 years (Littleton, 2017). The show, now infamous for its satirical 

sketches and re-enactments of President Trumpôs media appearances might not just undermine 

President Trumpôs character, but actually promote his political agenda.  

An analysis of Political Ideologies: 

The purpose of this research paper is to investigate if SNL, despite its seemingly 

leftist position, actually supports the Trump administrationôs political agenda and the 

dominant capitalist ideology in America. In order to evaluate SNLôs support for the Trump 
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administrationôs political agenda and support for capitalist ideologies in America, Donald 

Trumpôs policies, and his political and celebrity image; mass media and pop cultureôs 

relationship with political ideologies; implication of satirical humor; SNLôs relationships to 

American politics; and specific SNL episodes with parodies of Trump need to be studied.     

Donald Trumpôs Political and Celebrity Image 

In previous decades, prior to the 2016 presidential election, Trump entertained the 

masses on reality television shows with the same comical and vulgar behaviours he 

demonstrated during the election. Goldstein & Hall (2017) argue that Trumpôs unconventional 

behavior gave him an advantage in a political arena; ñhis opponents could not compete with 

the comedic weapons of this powerful celebrity, precisely because his antics, while 

inappropriate for politicians, could readily be excused in Trumpôs case as the stuff of 

entertainmentò (Goldstein & Hall, 2017). 

Mass Media Relationship with Trump and Political Ideologies 

Although the media has framed Trumpôs actions as controversial or negative, the 

media still functions to reinforce the same capitalist ideology Trumpôs administration is based 

on. According to Smythe (1981), the mediaôs main function in a capitalist society is to 

produce audiences and sell these audiences to advertisers including political candidates. The 

controversial coverage of Trump in the media can be summed up as a networkôs faade of 

democracy because:  
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The media and their controllers boat of the openness of the communications system 

that permits such critical material to be aired to the nation. Mass audiences accept this 

argument and are persuaded that they have access to a free flow of opinion. (Schiller 1973) 
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ósmart alecksô on the program (SNL) who give their own opinions through óWeekend Updateô 

jokes or characterizations of political figures.ò Moreover, SNL is a ñrival media organizationò 

that ñinfluence[s] public opinion on candidates and issuesò (Abel & Barthel, 2013). 

Correspondingly, Schiller (1973) claims that, ñthe notion that entertainment is not instructive 

must be classed as one of the biggest deceptions in history.ò So what is SNL instructing 
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According to Hakolaôs in-depth research on the effects of SNLôs political 

impersonations, Donald Trump and Hilary Clinton impersonations during the 2016 

presidential election became the highlight of SNL. Hakola (2017) claims that, ñimpersonations 

have often focused on creating recognizable caricatures and memorable quotes instead of 

including direct or harsh criticismò about candidates or their campaign. Although Hakola 

suggests SNL supported Clinton by giving her character more relatable attributes through 

impersonations with audience
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capitalist economyò over Clintonôs leftist positon (Schiller, 1973).    

 Although Hakola (2017), argues that SNL sketches favored Clinton, by giving her 

more relatable qualities, letting her break the fourth wall to connect with viewers, and 

foreshadowing that she would win the election, I dispute that the sketches made Clinton 

appear to be the weaker candidate of the two.  In the beginning of the skit, Clintonôs was 

poked fun at for her fight with pneumonia earlier that year as she entered the debate stage 

falling, and then summersaulting back up like Gene Wilder in Charlie in the Chocolate 

Factory; I argue that this representation of Clinton instructs viewers to question the capability 

of her physical strength. In the middle of the skit, Clinton broke the fourth wall several times 

to share her facial expression to viewers while Trump said outrageous things; because Clinton 

refused to speak over, or address Trumpôs accusations, I argue that SNL undermined Clinton 

by allowing Trump to again reinforce his dominance. Furthermore, when Clinton was offered 
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ultimately lessened the urgency for Americanôs to vote for Clinton in the 2016 presidential 

election, because Clinton said she will keep running for president. Again, using Schillerôs 

concept of mind management, I argue that SNL is working in ña commercial society is not to 

arouse but to lessen concern about social and economic realitiesò in the wake of Trumpôs 
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