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FALL TERM COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

In case of any discrepancy between the schedule below and WebAdvisor, WebAdvisor takes
precedence.

Instruction Codes:
Le = in-person lecture S = in-person seminar P = Project/Thesis
ONL-H = Hybrid online ONL-A = Asynchronous online ONL-S = Synchronous online
A = Apprenticeship, Internship, Practicum

Please check WebAdvisor for instructor and classroom information.

Academic Writing teaches the essential
strategies for university writing and research:
the discovery of topics, the arrangement of
ideas, the assessment of audience and purpose,
and the practice of effective editing. Sections of
RHET-1101 are designed for students likely to
major in a discipline in the Humanities, such as
English, History, or Philosophy. Assignments
may include summaries, reviews, critiques, and
research papers. Students are introduced to the
styles of documenting sources and to the
research databases relevant to the Humanities.

See description for RHET-110183m091QqRHET



Academic Writing: Social Sciences
RHET-1102, Section 050, Fall
Schedule: M 18:00
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Schedule: MWF 08:30-09:20

Instruction Method: Le

Academic Writing teaches the essential
strategies for university writing and research:
the discovery of topics, the arrangement of
ideas, the assessment of audience and purpose,
and the practice of effective editing. Sections of
RHET-1105, designed for students who have
not yet chosen a field of study, take a
multidisciplinary rather than discipline-specific
perspective. The approach taken in each
section (for instance, the assignments, the
research methods, and the styles of
documentation) varies.

Academic Writing: Multidisciplinary
RHET-1105, Section 002, Fall
Schedule: MWF 08:30-09:20
Instruction Method: Le

See description for RHET-1105-001

Academic Writing: Multidisciplinary
RHET-1105, Section 003, Fall
Schedule: MWF 09:30-10:20
Instruction Method: Le

See description for RHET-1105-001

Academic Writing: Multidisciplinary
RHET-1105, Section 004, Fall
Schedule: MWF 10:30-11:20
Instruction Method: Le

See description for RHET-1105-001

Academic Writing: Multidisciplinary
RHET-1105, Section 005, Fall
Schedule: MWF 11:30-12:20
Instruction Method: Le

See description for RHET-1105-001

Academic Writing: Multidisciplinary
RHET-1105, Section 006, Fall
Schedule: MWF 13:30-14:20
Instruction Method: Le

See description for RHET-1105-001

Academic Writing: Multidisciplinary
RHET-1105, Section 007, Fall
Schedule: TuTh 16:00-17:15
Instruction Method: Le

See description for RHET-1105-001

Academic Writing: Multidisciplinary
RHET-1105, Section 008, Fall
Schedule: TuTh 08:30-09:45
Instruction Method: Le

See description for RHET-1105-001

Academic Writing: Multidisciplinary
RHET-1105, Section 009, Fall
Schedule: MWF 12:30-13:20
Instruction Method: Le

See description for RHET-1105-001

Academic Writing: Multidisciplinary
RHET-1105, Section 010, Fall
Schedule: MWF 09:30-10:20
Instruction Method: Le

See description for RHET-1105-001

Academic Writing: Multidisciplinary
RHET-1105, Section 011, Fall
Schedule: TuTh 13:00-14:15
Instruction Method: Le

See description for RHET-1105-001

Academic Writing: Multidisciplinary







Academic Writing teaches the essential
strategies for university writing and research:
the discovery of topics, the arrangement of
ideas, the assessment of audience and purpose,
and the practice of effective editing. Sections of
RHET-1105, designed for students who have
not yet chosen a field of study, take a
multidisciplinary rather than discipline-specific
perspective. The approach taken in each
section (for instance, the assignments, the
research methods, and the styles of
documentation) varies.

See description for RHET-1105-140

Academic Writing teaches the essential
strategies for university writing and research:
the discovery of topics, the arrangement of
ideas, the assessment of audience and purpose,
and the practice of effective editing. Sections of
RHET-1105, designed for students who have
not yet chosen a field of study, take a
multidisciplinary rather than discipline-specific
perspective. The approach taken in each
section (for instance, the assignments, the

research methods, and the styles of
documentation) varies.

See description for RHET-1105-508

Academic Writing teaches the essential
strategies for university writing and research.
This course is designed to give students whose
first language is not English extensive
opportunities to further develop their writing
abilities, research skills, and public speaking
skills. During the course, students learn to
generate, evaluate, and develop ideas logically,
support arguments with evidence, gather and
document information from a variety of
sources, use language clearly and correctly.
Particularly, students have extensive
opportunities to practice writing different
genres of texts, and to develop public speaking
skills, through a debate and a research
presentation.




This course provides an introduction to the



Communication & Popular Culture
RHET-2250, Section 001, Fall
Schedule: TuTh 13:00-14:15
Instruction Method: Le
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which images communicate meaning. This
course draws on a considerable range of
theories and examples to demonstrate the
differences and the similarities between the
grammar of language and that of visual
communication. Given the influence and
sophistication of visual texts, visual critique is
important and necessary. Topics in this course
include critical analysis of visual representation,
the power dynamics of looking and
spectatorship, advertising and visual media in
everyday life and popular culture, and the
rhetorical dimensions of scientific images.



groups) talk about the ‘environment’,
depending upon their interests and values. It
also engages with how different forms of
journalism and media impact our ability to
address environmental problems, as well as the
role communication and rhetoric play in
contemporary environmental advocacy. These
issues are explored using the climate crisis as a
focal lens to better engage with the growing
field of environmental communication and its
relation to ecological sustainability.



One of the most common phrases heard today
is “fake news.” It is brandished as a weapon by
any politician who doesn’t like a message being
disseminated by the media. But the troubling
reality is that a great deal of media messaging
has been carefully crafted and manipulated by
powerful forces who seek to shape the public
agenda. There has been a precipitous decline in
the number of journalists and journalism
organizations in Canada over the years. At the
same time, there has been extraordinary
expansion of the public relations and
communications industry. This has led to an
army of influencers being unleashed on
journalists and the public, pushing specific
interests and seeking to place a spin on
whichever positions clients pay them to
promote.

Whether it is in the field of government,
industry, science, health care, the military,
policing and many other sectors, disinformation
has proliferated and much of it has been
carefully constructed to be served up to an
unsuspecting public. The decline in reporting
capacity has led to a decline in journalistic
scrutiny, along with an over-reliance on press
releases. This course looks at historical and
contemporary examples to deconstruct the
messaging that exists in media, showing how it
has been influenced and manipulated by
special interests. Students will gain an
understanding of how to spot misinformation
and disinformation, and how to utilize critical
thinking to establish verifiable facts in the
media.

This course focuses on advanced theories of
ideology and discourse, as well as rhetorical and
dialectical strategies used for critiquing, writing
about, and challenging structures of power,
domination, exploitation, and oppression. We
look at formal discursive and rhetorical practices
for analyzing ideology, before moving on to
various different historically positioned theories
of ideology and discourse, including concepts and
methodologies derived from Western Marxism
and post-Structural criticism, and practices used
to critically interrogate populist rhetoric, as well
as the d practices used



about how different communication technologies
and political economic models of media
organization influence, enhance and/or









as Politics, Psychology, or Sociology.
Assignments may include annotated
bibliographies, literature reviews, and






Instruction Method: Le
See description for RHET-1105-022

Academic Writing: Multidisciplinary
RHET-1105, Section 052, Winter
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Instruction Method: Le
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students with a critical, conceptual, and
philosophical understanding of media and
communication. Through assigned readings,
written assignments, class discussions, and in-
class screenings of videos and documentaries,
students learn about foundational theorists
who have contributed to contemporary
communication studies. The course covers a
broad range of topics, including: media,
rhetoric, and ideology; Canadian
communications scholarship; transmission
models of communication; media and public
discourse; democracy and the public sphere;
power and propaganda in contemporary
communications; media and technological
convergence and contemporary media
experiences; and, new media culture and
identity. This course provides students with
essential knowledge for advancing to upper-
level courses in Rhetoric and Communications.

Medicine is one of the oldest and most
respected professions. Given its centrality in
our lives, it is crucial that

medicine be taken seriously by the humanities.
What, then, does rhetoric have to say about
medicine? How can we use rhetoric to
investigate the history, practice, and culture of
medicine? What insights can rhetoric offer
about medical discourse? This course explores
the role of language, performance, ethics, and
power in medicine. The aim is to cultivate a
crucial humanistic perspective on medicine and
to understand its place in the modern social

imaginary. Students taking a Major in Rhetoric
and Communications must complete Academic
Writing before taking this course.

The journey of human communication arguably
started with the voice, and the power of speech
retains its significance today even amidst our
digital mediascape. Covering traditional forms
of oral culture and communication as well as
more recent development in oral media, this
course will allow students the opportunity to
both analyze and critique spoken works as well
as practice their own.

The goals of this course are threefold: to
Improve students' presentation skills in both
design and delivery, to develop their critical
analysis of presentations, and to extend their
scholarly understanding of rhetoric and
oratory. This course covers such topics as
presentation structure, paralinguistic
communication, the use of technology,
charisma, gender and delivery, and rhetorical
strategies of identification. Students develop
their speaking skills (and rhetorical acumen) in
very practical ways by addressing different
audiences through different communicative
forms, including conversation and class
discussion, as well as group and individual
presentations. These activities are informed,
always, by rhetorical history and theory and by
close consideration of why and how we might
speak in the first place—and when, why, and
how we might listen as well. Course work is
evenly distributed between praxis-centred










online research methods, study and analysis of
public records, and access-to-information
methods. The ethics and legalities of
investigative journalism will be surveyed, along
with analysis of case studies. As well, you will
learn practical lessons about structuring and
writing projects for both print and broadcast.

Seminar discussions will be as
interactive as possible. Examples of
investigative print projects, as well as videos
will be used. Two required texts will prepare
you for many of the course’s components.
Assignments and tests will gauge your
understanding of both the theoretical concepts
involved, and the practical tools of the
investigative journalist.

Social media and social networking websites,
such as Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat, YouTube,
TikTok and others, structure many of our
experiences of the world, ourselves, and the
culture that surrounds us. Whether we use
these sites to connect with friends and family,
share pictures and images, read and share
interesting news items and information about
current events, play games, or share cat
photos, social media have are embedded into
our daily lives. For some, there is even a sense
of stigmatization for non-users, or concerns
about trolling or being “called-out” for what
might be deemed “inappropriate” or “toxic”
online behaviour. This course takes a critical,
cultural, and rhetorical approach to the study
of social media. Topics include: understanding

social media in the context of neoliberal
capitalism; the role of algorithms, Al, and the
rhetorics of platform design; “reputation
management,” the rhetoric of the public
profile, and persuasive constructions of social
media selfhood and identity curation; the
language and meaning of social media
“friendship” and “publicity;” questions about
the rhetoric of privacy under conditions of
constant surveillance; and, the role of social
media in framing the world of meaning and
public discourse and debate.

This course examines the history, theory,
pedagogy, and practices of the classical period
of western rhetoric, extending from Homer's
lliad and Odyssey of the eighth-century BCE to
the rhetorical thinkers of the first-century CE.
Students discuss the works of such canonical
figures as Gorgias, Plato, Aristotle, Cicero, and
Quintilian, locating them within the intellectual,
political, and historical influences of their time.
Always, the focus is rhetorical, students
locating the origins of many rhetorical concerns
in the classical period and tracing how these
concepts, terminologies and the

techniques persist and change throughout the
ages.




This experiential learning course will provide
students with the skills and knowledge to
manage administrative tasks in a Writing
Centre, including staff mentorship, scheduling,
program assessment, workshop development
and delivery, and WC promotion. Students will
work with the Writing Centre coordinator to,
among other tasks, 1. effectively provide
mentorship to peer tutors, 2. promote the
Writing Centre, 3. liaise between professors
and tutors to arrange peer tutoring in classes,
4. develop and deliver requested workshops,
and 5. research Writing Centre futures in the
age of accessible deep learning and artificial
intelligence.

Enrolment in this course is subject to
Instructor approval and requires prior
completion of RHET-2500 Tutoring Writing.

A border/land is a physically and symbolically
fascinating space. It can be one’s home,
commute, conflict, lifeline, opportunity, or
identity. This course introduces a physical and
symbolic concept of border/lands and examines



other digital media impact our public sphere,
our political and economic institutions and
practices, and our broader society and culture.
Course topics include: theories of the
information age; the political economy of
digital media and platforms; emergent forms of
cultural production; digital journalism; internet-

enabled social movements; trolling’; the rise of
online propaganda, disinformation and
conspiracy theories; and the rise of social
media ‘echo chambers’.




