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usage “are the elements of the mechanical 

technological order,” and are seen as 

shapes that hold truthful information 

(2006, p.54). 

A lexical analysis consists of organising 

the text into thematic groups. The largest 

group found was of Winnipeg street 

names. Many of the major sets included 

infrastructure words and words pertaining 

to Canadian history and geography, all of 

which is surprising to find on a beer can. 

Semiology can be used to assess the pur-

pose of the text by tracking the mental, 

action, and relational processes. Inside of 

the text box there are no mental process 

words, meaning that the text is not mono-

logue or dialogue. The text contains seven 

action words, providing a very thin narra-

tive voice. That voice is infantilised by the 

24 relational processes on the can, direct-

ing the decoder to read for information 

and description. The text aims to market 

http://www.ebrary.com


 

 

Sociolinguistics 
,ÉËÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÐÉÄÇÉÎÓȟ !ÆÒÉËÁÁÎÓ ÈÁÓ ÅÃÏȤ

ÎÏÍÉÃ ÒÏÏÔÓȢ  )Î ÔÈÅ $ÕÔÃÈ #ÁÐÅ #ÏÌÏÎÙȟ 
ÔÈÅ %ÕÒÏÐÅÁÎÓ ÅÎÓÌÁÖÅÄ ÔÈÅ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ 
ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ПÉÅÌÄ ÌÁÂÏÕÒ ×ÈÉÌÅ !ÓÉÁÎÓ 
×ÅÒÅ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÉÎ ÆÏÒ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÄÕÔÉÅÓȢ !ÒȤ
ÅÎÄÓȟ 3ÍÉÔÈ ÁÎÄ -ÕÓÙËÅÎ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÔÈÁÔ 
ȰÏÎÅ ÖÉÔÁÌ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÃÒÅÏÌÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ 
ÐÉÄÇÉÎÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÉÄÇÉÎÓ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÁȤ
ÔÉÖÅ ÓÐÅÁËÅÒÓȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÃÒÅÏÌÅÓ 
ÄÏȱ ɉ!ÒÅÎÄÓȟ 3ÍÉÔÈȟ -ÕÓÙËÅÎ σɊȢ  )Î ÏÔÈȤ
ÅÒ ×ÏÒÄÓȟ !ÆÒÉËÁÁÎÓ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ Á ÃÒÅÏÌÅ 
ÁÆÔÅÒ ÏÎÅ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎȢ 

.ÉÃÏÌÅ $ÅÖÁÒÅÎÎÅ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎÓ !ÆÒÉËÁÁÎÓ 
ȰÁÓ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÂÅÅÎ ȬÓÔÒÏÎÇÌÙ ÉÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅÄ 
ɉÍÁÉÎÌÙ ÌÅØÉÃÁÌÌÙɊ ÂÙ ÉÎÄÉÇÅÎÏÕÓ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ 
ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅÓ ɉ+ÈÏÉÓÁÎȟ "ÁÎÔÕɊȟȱ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ 
ÂÙ Ȱ-ÁÌÁÙÏ-0ÏÒÔÕÇÅÕÓÅ #ÒÅÏÌÅȟ &ÒÅÎÃÈȟ 
'ÅÒÍÁÎȟ ÁÎÄ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈȭȱ ɉ$ÅÖÁÒÅÎÎÅ ρπψɊȢ  
3ÈÅ ÇÏÅÓ ÏÎ ÔÏ ÑÕÏÔÅ "ÅÌÌ ×ÈÏ ÃÏÎПÉÒÍÓ 
ÔÈÅ ÉÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎÅÄ ÂÙ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ !ÆÒÉȤ
ËÁÁÎÓ ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÁÌ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅÓȢ  3ÕÃÈ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅÓ 
ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅȟ ÂÕÔ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÌÉÍÉÔÅÄ ÔÏȟ ȰÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÉȤ
ÐÈÒÁÓÔÉÃ ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓÉÖÅȣÒÅÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÖÅÒÂ 
ÍÏÒÐÈÏÌÏÇÙȣÃÈÁÎÇÅÓ ÉÎ 60 ɉÖÅÒÂ 
ÐÈÒÁÓÅɊ ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÏÂÊÅÃÔ ÍÁËÅÒ 
ȰÖÉÒȱȟ ÒÅÄÕÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏȤ
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classification_of_Romance_languages



