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BILL BLAIKIE AND CARL RIDD:
INFLUENTIAL FRIENDS
I am writing to you to tell you how 

very much I enjoyed reading the

Spring/Summer 2003 issue of The

Journal. The article on my old friend 

Bill Blaikie’s political career was most

informative, echoing the influence the

University had on my life during the

fifties. Following Dr. Graham’s retirement

and the arrival of his successor 

Dr. Lockhart, a new era was ushered 

in towards the establishment of The

University of Winnipeg in 1967 from

United College.

Even though I was in first-year Theology

at the time, I learned much from Carl

Ridd, who graduated from Theology in

1958. He was my friend and mentor, and

sometimes my “Father Confessor.”

Although we were 1,000 miles apart, we

maintained contact over the years. In

1984, he flew from Winnipeg to Toronto

to visit my congregation in St. George to

be guest speaker on the problems in El

Salvador in the wake of the death of

Bishop Romero. 

The Journal memorial on Carl by Peter

Denton was very moving, describing

with great sensitivity the character of the

man. Carl’s legacy will be with us for

many years to come. I would very much

appreciate your indicating to Peter

Denton how I was drawn into his writing

and felt privileged to share his grief.

Rev. Doug Sly

BA ’57 United College, Theology ’60 

Parksville, B.C.

CLASS OF ’43 LOOKS BACK &
INTO THE FUTURE
Hello out there. This is a time-warp call

from the Class of ’43 to the Class of

2043. Greetings from the not-yet-dead

to the not-yet-born. We were born soon

after WWI, came of age in The Great
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variations in human beings and the mazes we make of our

lives. This was the subject of much of her writing, but it was

also, in another mode, a quality of her everyday imagination;

just as her novels’ characters are often surprised by their

lives, so Carol often seemed so fascinated by this life that it

made her laugh in wonderment; I like to think that the timbre

of her voice—its inimitable cheer, light, sunny and airy—was

another signal of the high delight she took in ordinary 

amazement, which she found everywhere. 

During her time as Chancellor, Carol brought all that she 

was to an astonishing number of University functions and

occasions—to the Chancellor’s Forum, to Board committees,

alumni events, classroom visits, readings, and ceremonies at

home and afar. Here as elsewhere, she was only, and utterly,

herself. Recently, I have heard from several colleagues who

had similar experiences: students calling to say how grateful

they were to have met Carol in a class, or to have studied one

of her novels in a course, or, especially, to have heard her

speak—as if to each and every graduating student—at

Convocation. I believe she is being remembered in these ways

by so many of us because of the quiet rare presence she

inhabited and, in her writing, inhabits still. 

Pe
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IN BOLIVIA
Ask The University of Winnipeg’s new Alumni Association

President Chris Cottick to describe a usual workday and the

answer is simple and in triplicate—teeth, teeth, teeth.

“Basically, I look at teeth or sometimes gums from 9 a.m.

until 5 p.m. every day,” says Cottick. “I have a private practice

on Corydon and for two half days a week I also supervise senior

students at The University of Manitoba’s Faculty of Dentistry.”

All this and still Cottick has found time to volunteer with the

University’s Alumni Association for many years, participating

in frame sales at grads, Food for Thought events, scholarship

receptions, among other alumni functions. In October of

1999, he joined the Alumni Council, and was recently voted

Alumni Association President.

“I see it as my job to help keep the Alumni Association on

track, helping the University build support for its important

role in our community,” he says. “The University of Winnipeg

is an important symbol of accessible education in Manitoba. 
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UPDATE U

In Memoriam
It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of professors Audrey Flood and Dorothy Jane Snidal.

Audrey Flood 
Audrey Flood passed away on September 1, 2003. Born in
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COLLABORATION SOLVES THE SEQUENCE OF

SARS
TEXT: Tina Por tman     PHOTO: gr ajewski.fotograph
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Bernice Blazewicz was a beautiful woman. Through the eyes of

John Pitcairn, she was the most beautiful woman he had ever

seen. Thus began a 46-year love affair, back in the early fifties,

when the young chartered accountancy student, John Pitcairn,

met, and fell in love with the studious Bernice Blazewicz. 

An Arts student at United College, Bernice had money for
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ALUMNI AUTHORS

Norman E. Cantor’s In
the Wake of the Plague: The

Black Death and the World it Made is an
insightful, provocative, and compelling book
in which history, myth, and our own world
reality collide. In this work Cantor takes a
fresh look at the 14th century’s Black Death,
a plague which wiped out a third of Europe’s
population. By exploring the Black Death in
its biomedical, social, and historical contexts,
Cantor untangles the confusions and myths
that cloud our understanding of the Plague
and how this illness changed the course 
of history. This is not a book simply for 
academics or history buffs; rather, Cantor’s
vivid and lucid writing style will engage
readers from all fields of interest.

One of the most widely read medieval 
historians, Cantor is a Professor Emeritus 
of History, Sociology, and Comparative
Literature at New York University.  He has
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Last February, armed with his honours English degree from

The University of Winnipeg, Todd Scarth, Class of 2000, 

was bridging that distance as he tried to insert a few chapters

of social justice into the country’s schedule of debt payments

and tax cuts. 

Standing before a podium just down the hallway from the

House of Commons, Scarth and the Canadian Centre for

Policy Alternatives (CCPA) delivered their budget vision as

Finance Minister John Manley walked by.

Heady stuff indeed for someone whose degree doesn’t 

appear to be the obvious grounding for working in a world 

of economics, public policy, and media spinning. Even more

so when you consider that Scarth, as he jokes, “rocketed”

through his four-year Arts degree at The University of

Winnipeg in seven years. 

But Scarth’s unusual academic path to the post as head of the

Manitoba office of the left-leaning CCPA is one which has

clearly worked in more than one way. 

“I came out of the English department, but I work now in 

public policy,” explains Scarth. “I think that culture is as

important as the everyday grind of public policy.”

Though his academic focus was on literature, Scarth’s inter-

ests at the University were wide-ranging. He also got involved

with his politics professor Jim Silver in the group Thin Ice

which led the charge against tax dollars being used to save the

Winnipeg Jets. “Thin Ice was really appealing to me because it

was a very small group. All we had in the way of resources was

the truth and hard work,” recalls Scarth who, despite lacking

athletic acumen himself, remains a keen hockey fan. “I really

felt Thin Ice was doing what democracy requires, that people



.03THE JOURNALardengof language

theTEXT:Leslie Malkin   PHOTO:grajewski.fotograph



UNIVERSITY OF WINNIPEG  17.

As you walk south on Balmoral Avenue just past St. Mary

Avenue, you will discover a tranquil garden whose simple

beauty reflects the significance of its origin. 

Harvey Garden, located between two of The University of

Winnipeg’s student residence houses, was donated by Dr.

Carol Harvey, in memory of her late husband, Dr. Al Harvey.

Today, this garden bears witness to her dedication, not only to

her family, but also to the University, her students, and to the

surrounding community. And as any gardener will tell you,

much of the success of a garden is in the hard work that others

don’t see—the time, dedication, and care thoughtfully given

each and every day. It’s a principle Harvey knows well as she

has shared her love of French with her students and watched

them grow and bloom into careers and lives of their own,

enriched by the knowledge of a second language.
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TEXT: Annette Elvers ’93    PHOTO: gr ajewski.fotograph

It’s great
to be home
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arning only $85 a week at the United College Library,

Susan Thompson ’71 knew she wouldn’t be a circulation 

clerk forever.

What she didn’t know was that stepping through the doors of

what came to be known as The University of Winnipeg would

be the start of a relationship that would last a lifetime. At the

age of 19 Thompson didn’t have a university degree or even a

high school diploma—she had left St. James Collegiate without

a completed high school education. What she did have was a

job at United College, and an interview for an even better one

at Eaton’s. 

“With retail in my blood, I thought I was a shoo-in,” said

Thompson. “But the interviewer looked at my résumé and told

me that they only hire university graduates. I understood—

clearly and painfully—that I could be prevented from realizing

my dreams.” 

Collegiate instructor Evelyn Mills (Fellow of United College ’73)

and professors like John Conroy and Charles Newcombe

encouraged her to complete her high school diploma. It didn’t

take long to make up her mind; she enrolled at The Collegiate.

“I began to love learning,” says Thompson. “I graduated from

The Collegiate in 1967 and from The University of Winnipeg





’77 Virginia (Henning) Durksen is a free-
lance writer and editor. Her company,
Visible Ink, offers two-day business writing
workshops for government and industr y
throughout western Canada.

’77 Alan Levy recently graduated from
Osgoode Hall with a master of law in
alternative dispute resolution. Alan also
has a master’s degree in industrial rela-
tions and received the Morley Gunderson
Prize for Professional Excellence from the
Centre for Industrial Relations at the
University of Toronto. Alan is currently
teaching alternative dispute resolution at
the U of T and labour relations, negotia-
tions, and conflict management at the
John Molson School of Business at
Concordia University. His many years of
experience in management with emphasis
on employee/labour relations, conflict
management and organizational design
have led him to establish a successful 
consulting business, ADL Consulting.

’77 Marie-Hélène Prescott is a social worker
with the city of Edmonton, Alta.

’78 Gary Hawkes works for the Foreign
Service at Citizenship and Immigration
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’88 Jacqueline Vadis Brookes is a business
development officer for the small enter-
prise development unit of the Nevis Island
Government in the West Indies, and is host
of a television program called Minding

Your Business.

’88 Jane Olshewski works for The Investors
Group, and has been appointed to the 
v olunteer board of the Manitoba
Children’s Museum for its 2003/2004
Capital Campaign.

’88 Mary J. Shariff is a member of the
business law department at Aikins,
MacAulay and Thorvaldson, practising in
the area of taxation law.

’88 Wesley Tretiak is the treasurer for The
Manitoba Wildlife Rehabilitation
Organization.

’88 Kipp Tyler and ’97 Hartley Pokrant were
among those government employees 
honoured with the 2003 Manitoba Service
Excellence Award, as part of the
Manitoba Land Initiative Team.Their
award in the innovation category recog-
ni z es outs tanding effor t and achievement
in  improving programs and services for
Manitoba and their communities, as part
of the Manitoba Land Initiative Team.

’88 Heinrich Walde lives in Brussels,
Belgium, where he is director of
FORUMBrussels, an organization that
holds seminars, forums, and symposia on
European political issues and topics,
co-organized by the Parliament of the
European Union.

’89 Avrom Charach is director of finance at
Kay Four Properties Inc. in Winnipeg Man.

’89 Raj Talasi and ’90 Evelyn Koh live in
B.C., where Evelyn is a lecturer at
Coquitlam College and Raj is the district
manager for a financial institution.They
have a son, Etienne.

’89 Lesley Walters-Sagher was appointed
assistant compliance manager at Wellington
West  Capital Inc. in Winnipeg, Man.

’89 Hon Min Yap is actuarial manager at
General Insurance Association of Malaysia
in  Kuala Lumpur.

1990s 
’90 DCE Rosemary Barney is an educational
assistant with the Portage la Prairie
School Division in Portage la Prairie, Man.

’90 Jennifer (Smith) Lafreniere and her
husband moved to Manila, Philippines in
1999, after the birth of their son, Nicolas.
Their second son, Luc, was born in Manila
in  2001.

’90, ’96 DCE Danielle (Dryden) Savage is
director of communications at the Children’s
Hospital Foundation in Winnipeg. Danielle
is married to Kieran Savage.

’90 Ann Schultz attained the designation of
Certified Professional Purchaser this year
and is employed by CN Rail.

’90 Lori Shoemaker is in the second year of
the Neuroscience Interdepartmental PhD
program in the Faculty of Medicine at the
University of California Los Angeles
(UCLA). Her studies involve using mass
spectrometry for the study of differential
membrane protein expression in neural
s tem and progenitor cells.

’90 Larry Wandowich is the general manager
of the McPhillips Street Station Casino in
Winnipeg, Man.

’91, ’98 DCE, Karen Keppler is the corpo-
ra te sponsorship director for the Canadian
Information Processing Society.

’91 Jocelyne Prefontaine is vice president
of the Canadian Information Processing
Society.

’91, ’00 Vince Stoneman was appointed
director of the program for the education
of native teachers (PENT), at Brandon
University’s Faculty of Education.

’92 Angela Falk became a new director for
the 2003/04 Manitoba Criminal Justice
Association’s board of directors.

’92 DCE Anne-Marie Glesmann was a 
member of the 2003 graduating class of
the Canadian Institute of Management,
attaining a 4-year certificate in 
management and administration.
Anne-Marie is an administrative 
coordinator at Manitoba Egg Producers.

’92, ’93 Tanya Peckmann is an assistant
professor of anthropology at St. Mary’s
University.

’92 Clinton Sahulka has joined the
Stevenson Real Estate Group, responsible
for coordinating and managing the site
procurement for national and local retail
clients.

’93 David Borowski was appointed marketing
chair for the 2003-04 board of the
International Association of Business
Communicators, Manitoba Chapter.

’93 Rossana Buonpensiere joined the man-
agement consulting firm of Meyers Norris
Penny. Her expertise is in human resource
management, organizational development,
and change management.

’93 Nicole Lanthier is employed as a clini-
cal audiologist and professional practice
leader at the University Hospital in
London, Ont. She has recently been
appointed as a lecturer in the faculty of
medicine, department of otolaryngology at
the University of Western Ontario.

’93 Ashok Modha is currently doing a
Neuro-Oncology Neurosurgery fellowship
at the Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer
Center in New York City.

’93 Jerry Murugan gr aduated in electrical
engineering in 1999 at the University of
Manitoba. Jerry lives in Texas where he is
se ni or engineering consultant with Dell
Computer Corporation in signal integrity
engineering. He is a lifetime member of the
Strathmore’s Who’s Who, and a referee for
the Institute of Physics Publishing, UK.

UNIVERSITY OF WINNIPEG
ALUMS AT THE 2003
FRINGE FESTIVAL

Each year, talented University of

Winnipeg alumni strut their stuff at

Winnipeg’s annual Fringe Festival.

This year’s participants included: 

’70 Glen Mitchell, ’74 Collegiate Harvey
Meller, ’84 Ellen Peterson, ’87 Associate
Alumnus Patrick Lowe, ’88 Carolyn
Gray, ’90 Warren Persowich, ’91 Johanna
Stein, ’93 Kevin Longfield, ’94
Christopher Cordray, ’95 Jana Rubin, ’95
Michael Seccombe, ’96 Esther
Hazendonk, ’98 Matt Kippen, ’99 Stacy
Claven, ’00 Jolene Bailie, ’00 Rose
Condo, ’00 Grahame Merke, ’01 Coral
Aiken, ’01 Maggie Buttrum, ’01 Justin
Deeley, ’01 Ashleigh Deeley, ’01 Sherry
Phillips, ’02 Trevor Boris, ’02 Andrea
Shawcross
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IN MEMORIAM

Baker, Ralph BA ’75

Berry,Virginia D.Litt. ’87 on March 22,
2003 at Victoria, B.C.
(Visit www.uwinnipeg.ca/web/alumi to 
read more.)

Binding, Frederick R.S. BA ’59 on August 3,
2003 at Cape Chin, Ont.

Birbeck, Bernard BA ’50 

Bray (McEown), Betty BA ’40 on November
28, 2002 at Surrey, B.C.

Buggey, Ruth BA ’33 on January 5, 2003 at
Winnipeg, Man.

Buchanan (Bruce),Winifred BA ’26 on May
29, 2003 at Winnipeg, Man.

Clark, Roy R. BA ’92 on March 4, 2003 at
Winnipeg, Man.

Cook (Wardrop), M. Elaine BA ’37 on March
19, 2003 at Winnipeg, Man.

Cronmiller (Weber),Wilda BA ’36 on June
24, 2003 at Winnipeg, Man.

Czarnecki, Luke BA ’00 on February 5,
2003 at Winnipeg, Man.

Demanjew,Theresa BA ’84 on March 10,
2003 at Winnipeg, Man.

Dudeck, Gerald Sydney,Associate Alumnus
’66 on March 18, 2002 at Winnipeg, Man.

Flood,Audrey, Associate Professor on
September 1, 2003 at Winnipeg, Man.
(See page 7 of the Journal)

Fraser, D.Wilton T ’45 on February 24, 2003
at Neepawa, Man.

Graham (MacKenzie), Glenys Collegiate ’43,
BA ’46

Griffiths, Ronald BA ’58 on July 10, 2003 at
To r onto, Ont.

Czarnecki, Luke BA ’00






